Central Michigan University
PSY 285 – S09

Course Syllabus
Course #22064236


PSY 285: Research Methods

M/W 2:00-3:15pm, Finch 122
Mike Hoerger
E-mail: mike.h@cmich.edu

Phone: E-mail is best, but if you have an emergency, you can call the psychology department main office in Sloan 101.  Call 989-774-3001.

Course Web Site:  http://psychmike.com/psy285
We will rely heavily on this web site, so become familiar with its organization immediately.  BlackBoard will only be used for posting copyrighted materials, data files, and grades.

Office Hours:  See the course home page.  I am also generally available during the 15 minutes before/after class and by appointment.
Prerequisites: C grade or higher in PSY 211, STA 282, or STA 283
Course Overview:  Psychology is the scientific study of human behavior and thought processes.  This course is intended to provide an initial overview of the research methods used to study people.  These research methodologies include correlational studies, experiments, single-subject designs, and other strategies.  After completing this course, successful students will be able to do the following:
· Read and consume research articles more critically
· Generate testable hypotheses for examining new and creative areas of research
· Design simple correlational and experimental studies

· Conduct basic statistical analyses
· Report and disseminate research findings to the scientific community and public
This course is difficult for most students, but your effort will largely determine your grade.  You will get as much out of this class as you put into it.
Required Course Materials:

Goodwin, C. J. (2005). Research in Psychology: Methods and Design – 4th Ed. Wiley.
ISBN = 0471450081 or 978-0471450085

http://www.amazon.com/Research-Psychology-C-James-Goodwin/dp/0471450081
Supplemental Course Materials:

· Simple calculator without text entry capabilities (strongly recommended)

· USB-style “flash” or “jump” drive (strongly recommended)

· Access to internet and SPSS (available in most on-campus computer labs)

· APA Style Guide Manual (optional)
Format: Students are responsible for preparing for class by keeping up on assigned readings and homework.  You are responsible for all information and announcements made in class, regardless of whether you are there.  In accordance with University policy, you are also required to check your e-mail each day.  Attendance correlates (r = .50) with good grades.
Class Schedule:  The course schedule will be updated online and any announcements will be made in class.  Dates for exams and papers are final, barring repeated university closings.  
· Withdrawal Deadline: 3/27 (mid-semester, Friday at 5pm)
· Regular Exams: 2/4, 3/4, 4/8, 4/29
· Papers: 3/23, 4/20
· Homework: See online course calendar

· Applied Hours: 5/4 (SONA closes around Friday 5/1 at 5pm)

· Make-up Exam: 5/4 (Monday of finals week at 2pm)
· Make-up Homework and Paper Re-write: 5/4 (Monday of finals week at 2pm)

Special Needs: CMU provides individuals with disabilities reasonable accommodations to participate in educational programs, activities, and services. Students with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in class activities or meet course requirements should first register with the office of Student Disability Services (250 Foust Hall, phone 517-774-3018, TDD 2568), then contact me as early as possible. A letter verifying need for accommodation will be provided.

Academic Dishonesty: Each semester, approximately 5-10% of students are caught violating the Academic Integrity Policy.  Violations include plagiarism, looking at notes during an exam/quiz, looking at another student’s paper during an exam/quiz, turning in homework assignments with answers paraphrased or copied from another classmate, and more.  In the typical situation, two friends work together and turn in the same incorrect, bizarre answers, or someone copies directly from the internet.  Work should be conducted independently, and answers should reflect your own thinking.  Any obvious violation will result in automatic failure of the course.
Plagiarism Note: CMU professors frequently receive plagiarized assignments and papers from students who claim to not know what plagiarism is.  Plagiarism means presenting someone else’s ideas as your own without properly giving credit.  In a nutshell, this means your papers and homework assignments must be your own.  It is not okay to work together to solve specific homework problems.  For papers, use a citation when expressing another’s idea that is not common knowledge.  Use a citation and page number when paraphrasing closely, providing a figure, or providing a number/statistic.  Use a citation, page number, and quotation marks when quoting directly.  

Class Grades: The course consists of 1,000 points.

A = 92.0%, A- = 89.0%, B+ = 86.0%, B = 82.0%, B- = 79.0%

C+ = 76.0%, C = 72.0%, C- = 69.0%, D+ = 66.0%, D = 62.0%, D- = 59.0%

Last Day to Withdraw = Friday 3/27
You need at least a C to take PSY 385

	Category
	Number
	Points Each
	Points Total
	Percentage

	Exams
	4
	120
	480
	48.0%

	Homework Assignments
	7
	30
	210
	21.0%

	Papers
	2
	120
	240
	24.0%

	Applied Participation
	--
	--
	50
	5.0%

	Psychology Announcement
	--
	--
	15
	1.5%

	Office Hours
	--
	--
	5
	0.5%

	Total
	
	
	1,000
	100.0%


Extra Credit

There are 50 extra credit points available.  Extra credit will come primarily from pop quizzes held in class.  Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to class.  No additional extra credit opportunities are expected to be offered, and missed quizzes cannot be made up.
Exams
Each exam is worth 120 points.  All exams are 40 questions and are multiple choice or T/F.  In addition to the 4 regularly scheduled exams, there will be 1 make-up exam (cumulative, held finals week). If you would like, you may take all five exams and drop your lowest score. If you are content with your scores, however, you may elect not to take the make-up exam.
Homework Assignments

Each homework assignment is worth 30 points.  All assignments must be typed.  Late or incomplete assignments can be submitted by e-mail before midnight but will be marked 30% off.  In addition to the 7 regularly scheduled assignments, 2 make-up assignments will be offered at the end of the year.  I will negotiate deadlines for the class as a whole but not individuals.  Allow ample time for SPSS assignments, and remember to backup your work.  
Papers
Each paper is worth 120 points.  Details will be provided in class.  One paper will involve writing an APA-style report, using correlational analyses.  The other paper will involve writing an APA-style proposal for a research experiment.  Late papers can be submitted by e-mail before midnight but will be marked 30% off (I will also need a hard copy at the next class meeting).  Students are expected to back-up their work frequently and print the night before to avoid catastrophes.  Students will be allowed to substantially revise and re-submit one paper to earn back half the points they missed.
Applied Participation
A great Chinese philosopher Wang Yangming once argued that, “to know and not to act is not to know.”  Students are to complete 5 hours of applied involvement in psychology for 50 points; it’s all or nothing, so if you do 4.8 hours, you get no points.  Hours can be completed using any combination of the following options.
A) Research Study Participation:  You can participate as a research subject in a psychology study.  The web site SONA is used for signing up for studies and managing research credits.  They give you 1 Sona Point per half hour (e.g. 5 hours = 10 points).  You should receive an e-mail with login information during the first couple weeks of the semester.  If not, attempt to use the “Lost your password?” link on the Sona homepage or e-mail the site coordinator, who is happy to help.  This will give you firsthand knowledge of what psychology studies are actually like.  You will also contribute to the knowledge base of psychology and help increase the prestige of CMU, which brings grant dollars and quality students and professors.  

B) Creative Activities:  These must be approved by me in advance and I am open to anything that allows you to use psychology skills in the real world.  Some options:

· Attend an on-campus event that can be (at least loosely) related to psychology

· Advocate for causes valued by psychologists (improving human welfare, trust, integrity, science, teaching, equality)

· Go to the SRCEE research fair

· Write a letter to a newspaper editor regarding an issue involving psychology, human welfare, statistics, or research

· Volunteer to help a friend with a cause they care about

· Review a movie related to human welfare and advocacy, such as You Can’t be Neutral on a Moving Train, Milk, Who Killed the Electric Car, and others

C) Article Review:  You get 1 hour of credit per article review.  I have posted several recent articles from Psychological Science on Blackboard under the Course Materials section.  The articles are incredibly short and meaty.  Read the article and write a review that answers these questions:  (1) What are the main conclusions of the article?  (2) What are the strengths and weaknesses of the study or article?  (3) Are their conclusions valid—that is, do you buy what they’re selling?  (4) Given these findings, what should researcher examine next and why?  Reviews should be at least 1.5 pages each.  Reviews that are not clearly 1.5 pages or that contain 2 or more spelling or grammatical errors will be returned for revision.
Psychology Announcement
The start of each class is devoted to announcements of psychology-related news or on-campus events relevant to psychology students.  For 15 points, each student is expected to present one such current event.  Simply bring an article or flyer and give a 30-second summary.     
Office Hours
Come to my office hours or send me a thoughtful question by e-mail at some point for 5 easy points.
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