	PSY 285 Term Paper #2 Instructions


Objectives

· Write an APA-style proposal for a research experiment
· Sections: Cover page, Abstract, Introduction, Hypotheses (optional), Method, Anticipated Results & Discussion

· Proposed study must be experimental

· Experiment should include at least two categorical independent variables that are experimentally manipulated, and at least one continuous dependent variable
· The study should be highly feasible.  Hypothetically it should be possible for you to conduct the study on your own during a one-month period, using readily available research participants (e.g. CMU students).  The study should be interesting but non-controversial.  
· Include at least five references to scientific research studies (not just review articles).  Referenced studies can be correlational or experimental.
· Due in class on Wednesday, April 22
· Late papers will not be accepted, so plan to print them off the night before

· Hand in one copy of the paper and one full copy of every reference cited; photocopy any pages used from books.  If a source is over 50 pages, include only relevant pages.
APA-style Report

· Use the template from the Term Paper section of the course web site (this paper uses a slightly different template than the first paper). Feel free to copy directly from anything I have posted online

· Consult the sample papers from the previous assignment for general APA format considerations.  I have also posted some lengthy research proposals under the Course Materials folder on Bb (they are MUCH longer than what is needed for this assignment). They were not written for this assignment but give an accurate depiction of what APA-style papers tend to look like.  They do vary somewhat in quality and attention to detail.

· Most journal articles use a similar format.

Sources

· Consult the APA-style guide information on the course web site

· Most (but not all) recent journal articles also use APA-style, or something close to it

· Include at least 5 references from scientific journal articles that document original research studies (not just review articles); exceed 5 references as needed

· Review articles, books, magazines, and newspapers can be cited but are not included in the 5-count

· Do not use web sites or dictionaries as sources

· Cite sources in the introduction and again in the discussion section

Plagiarism / Citing Correctly

· Citations: Cite a source any time you express an idea that is not your own and is not “common knowledge”

· Citation + page number: In addition to the citation, include the page number any time you quote, paraphrase closely, or cite a statistic, number, figure, or key fact.

· Quotation Marks:  All quotes must be in quotation marks!  Also, include the citation with page number.  

· General strategy: When in doubt, cite a source or double-check with me.  Avoid excessive quoting by summarizing findings in your own words.  

· These rules are very specific and can be tedious, but ignoring these rules is defined as plagiarism, which has serious consequences, including failing the course.

I. Cover page

· See template; follow formatting exactly.

II. Abstract

· Maximum of 120 words (do not exceed this limit; it can be tricky). Begin with a general statement about why the domain of research is important.  Summarize the introduction of the paper.  Briefly describe the proposed sample of participants.  Indicate your anticipated findings.  Describe why the study is important.  Conclude by noting any limitations to the study.

III. Introduction

· This should be 400-600 words
· Cite 5 sources or more (instructions above)

· Begin with an interesting quote, statistic, observation, joke, or attention-grabbing statement

· Move from general to specific. Begin by describing the importance of this area of research.  Why should we care about this research?  Next, describe the limitations, weaknesses, or unanswered questions from past research.  Then, indicate how this study helps to answer new questions or build on past research. Conclude by describing the specific hypotheses under study.

· Any claim that is not “common knowledge” should be supported with references, logic, and theory

· Avoid statements, such as “I think” or “I believe” – focus on the reasoning behind your beliefs, explaining why your hypotheses are reasonable and worth studying

IV. Hypotheses (optional)

· No page limit

· This section is optional, but often it is helpful to have a specific section listing out the hypotheses in order to make those hypotheses clearer

· Helpful if you have many hypotheses or very complex hypotheses

· Also helpful for students who may have difficulty clearly describing their hypotheses naturally in the introduction

· A diagram can also be helpful for expressing hypotheses

V. Method

· No page limit

· Participants.  Describe who you will recruit and your expected sample size.

· Procedures.  Describe what the experiment entails, including any experimental manipulations used.  To get an idea for how this is done, look over the method section of published journal articles.  Ideally, a researcher should be able to look at your method section and re-create the experiment

· Measures.  Describe any specific measures you plan to use in the study.  Cite the measures you will use, or make your own and attach them as an Appendix.
VI. Anticipated Results and Discussion 
· 200-400 words, plus any graphs or figures
· Include how you would analyze the results (t-test, ANOVA, etc.)
· Describe your expected findings.  
· Include at least one graph depicting your expected results.  You can make the graph using SPSS, Excel, or by neatly drawing it by hand.  

· Describe the implications of your study, assuming your proposed results hold true.

· Describe the implications of your study, assuming your proposed results do not hold true.

· Note any methodological limitations of the study, such as potential problems involving validity or reliability.

VIII. References Page

· Minimum of 5 sources

· APA-format

· Attach one copy of each source

Tips for Earning a High Grade

· Meet all basic requirements: word limits, number of references, APA-style
· Proof-read to make sure the paper is well-written.  If you are a poor writer, have a smart friend read and edit the paper critically

· Support all claims using references, logic, or theory

· Make sure the topic is interesting and important

· Neatness counts! Binder clips are helpful for keeping all of the materials together; big paper clips or old folders also work well.  Please don’t spray perfume or anything weird on the paper.  

