Homework #8
PSY 285

Due Wednesday 12/3

Case Study

For this assignment you may work alone or in a small group (up to 4 people total).  Your goal is to conduct a detailed interview and write a brief case report.  The interview should be in person and will probably take at least a half hour.  The case report should be a minimum of 3 pages, double spaced.
Who to seek for a case study…

· Choose someone who is well-adjusted, open-minded, or willing to discuss themselves in detail.
· Choose someone who is interesting.

· Avoid choosing someone who you wouldn’t want to learn too much about.
How to preface the interview…

· Tell the subject specifically that the assignment is a detailed case study for Michael Hoerger’s PSY 285 class, and he will be the only one to read about the case study.

· Let them know that it will take about a half hour.  You will ask many questions, but they shouldn’t feel pressured into talking about anything that makes them uncomfortable.

· Let them know that a fake name will be used in the case report.

What type of questions to ask…

· Cover these topics, in addition to any others you feel are appropriate: interpersonal functioning, emotional functioning, intellectual topics / achievement / education, developmental history, health history (don’t push it), motivation, goals, and underlying causes of behavior

How to write the case-report…

· Begin with a brief overview of who the person is (demographics, and other important summary information).  Then, hit on major topics of interest (development, emotional life, academic life, etc.).  Conclude by attempting to draw conclusions about the person’s motives and the underlying causes of the person’s behavior.
What to turn in…

· Include a three-page summary, plus a cover sheet.  If you work in a small group, you only need one write-up for the group as a whole.

· As an appendix, include a copy of the questions asked, and the answers to the questions (hand-written or sloppy is okay); if you work in a small group, indicate in some way who asked or wrote each question.  Scribble over any info that would give away their identity.
· Do not use the person’s real name, birth date, or other obvious identifying information.  Please feel free to change anything that might give away the person’s identity.  For example, if the person is a cashier at Meijer, you can describe the person as a bagger at Rick’s, or simply a grocery store worker.
