Homework #7


PSY 285


Due Wednesday 11/26


(This is the day before Thanksgiving weekend; turn in early if you will be gone)





Public Policy Project





Psychologists undergo more training in research than nearly all other professions; however, an enormous research gap exists.  That is, very little research on human behavior is actually being applied to solve real world problems.  People are often skeptical of psychology – and research more generally – because it often challenges their cherished beliefs.  Thus, psychologists have an important but challenging role to play in shaping society.





Given an introductory understanding of research methods, you should be able to sort through and critically analyze research articles.  For this assignment, you will use these skills in an effort to solve a social problem affecting the lives of those around you.





1. Determine a local problem that you would like to attempt to solve.  A good way to start is by brainstorming.  What types of things annoy you or your friends on a day-to-day basis?  Is there anything around you that seems unfair?  Is there anything around you that could be improved to facilitate the positive functioning of others?





2. Review relevant research articles to determine the best ways to address this type of problem.  If it is a common problem, psychologists have likely attempted to address it before, and there may be several well-supported solutions available.  If it is a relatively uncommon problem, try to find research on a different but related problem and extrapolate as much as you can, or you could rely upon research describing general psychological principles (e.g. persuasion, reinforcement contingencies, etc.).





3. Write a concise, persuasive letter describing how the problem should be solved.  The letter should be exactly 250 words.  You will not have to send the letter to anyone, but address it to a person who you think would be best able to solve the problem; otherwise, address it to CM Life.  If you have chosen to tackle a problem that you actually care about and did a good job researching a solution, you may ultimately wish to send the letter, but that is up to you.  Review recent letters in newspapers for useful examples.





4. In addition to the letter provide a Fact Sheet, which provides more additional, detailed support that would be too cumbersome to include in a letter.  For example, an annotated bibliography would be useful (a References page, with a short summary of the central points of each article after each reference listing).  Include any other information that supports your case.





5. Submit your typed letter and Fact Sheet with a cover page.  


