Homework #5
PSY 285

Due 10/29

Developing Experimental Research Interests

Most PSY 285 students will eventually conduct an experiment, through a PSY 385 project, as a part of a research lab, or for an independent project.  Often people have difficulty determining a topic, so it is important to begin thinking about research interest well in advance.  For this assignment, you will find two experimental research articles on a topic that interests you.  Using your research methods skills, you will begin to pick apart the articles.  This often stimulates ideas for future research studies.

A. Determine a topic to research.  Make sure the topic can be examined experimentally.  For example, gender or race would not be good topics, as they are difficult to manipulate in a laboratory.  Most people will probably look at a few topics before settling on one.  A good place to start is by looking through an old psychology textbook and focusing on studies that interested you.

B. Find two peer-reviewed articles that describe experiments that were conducted on this topic.  You’ve found the right type of article if you see sections like, Method, Results, and Discussion.  Include the full citation for each, as you would normally type in a References section, but you do not need to attach the articles.  For each of the two articles, answer the following questions.

1. What were the researchers’ hypotheses in the study?
2. What were the independent variables, and how were they manipulated experimentally?

3. What were the dependent variables, and how were they measured?

4. What was one measurement validity concern that you noticed?

5. What was one conclusion validity concern that you noticed?

6. What was one internal validity concern that you noticed?

7. What was one external validity concern that you noticed?

8. What is the central limitation or weakness of the study?

9. What should future researchers examine next to follow-up on this line of research?

10. What is the feasibility of you conducting a similar project?

Use complete sentences.  Responses should be intelligent but concise.  Do not quote or paraphrase anything from the articles.  Answer questions in your own words. Include a cover sheet. Only typed responses will be graded.
