Some tips for the 1st paper
From the syllabus: 
General Guidelines: There will be two papers, each worth 100 points. For each paper, choose a topic in developmental psychology and attempt to answer a question that matters to you personally. For the first paper, use popular articles and scientific articles. For the second paper, only use scientific articles. Papers should be written in APA format, at least 4 pages in length. Turn in 2 copies of your paper and 1 copy of your articles. You may re-write one (not both) of these papers and re-submit it by April 18th to earn back up to half the points you missed. 

Sample Topics: Daycare, breastfeeding, alcohol, smoking, intelligence, psychological disorders, attachment style, corporal punishment, personality traits, stereotype threat, sex, love, happiness.

Sample Questions: Does breastfeeding improve child IQ? How do you treat bedwetting? What are the gender differences in relationship satisfaction? Anything that examines developmental/ gender/ethnic differences on some outcome or looks at how a developmental problem can be solved is probably on the right track. I will not grade your paper without having approved your question. Ask for help if you are stuck or want me to review a rough draft. 
Paper #1: Scientific versus Popular Press. The first paper is due on February 19th. Compare the popular coverage (newspapers and magazines) of a developmental question to scientific research studies. Choose two articles from popular press and two scientific articles from psychology journals. Make sure the popular articles are fairly meaty. Also, the scientific articles should be research studies, not reviews. Provide a brief summary of each article. Then compare the articles, describing their similarities and differences. Attempt to answer your question. 

Where to start:

The hardest part of this assignment is to find a developmental issue that is mentioned in both popular articles and scientific articles. I’d suggest trying to find the popular articles first. You’ll have more to write about if you can find some beefy articles (a few pages instead of half a page). Once you’ve already found a few popular articles, it’s generally easy to find some scientific articles on the subject. Don’t be afraid to change your topic/question if you’re having trouble!

REMEMBER: I will not grade a paper unless I have approved of your topic.

How to find popular articles:

Strategy #1: If you’re a bit intimidated by computers, you can try browsing for topics in the magazine room on the 3rd floor of the library (just ask someone who works there if you have trouble finding the room). You can browse recent magazines like Newsweek or Time Magazine and see if you find an interesting issue. Be careful though because the magazines are mixed in with all of the new journal articles! Magazines don’t have references (bibliographies) and are less technical. Scientific journals generally have references. If you have trouble telling them apart, just photocopy the article and ask me.
Strategy #2: The easiest way to find magazine or newspaper articles is to use an internet search through the library web site. Go to this web page: http://www.lib.cmich.edu/databases/#news
It has all sorts of searching web sites, some for magazines and newspaper, some for scientific journals. Again, ask me if you’re confused about which type of article you find. I’d suggest using the “Infotrac Newspapers” link. It’s the easiest search program. If you want to try a more complicated search, try out the “New (LexisNexis)” link. The New York Times or Ethnic NewsWatch links may also help. Feel free to try a few different searches because each search has different advantages.

Strategy #3: Your tuition pays the salary of the library staff, so you can use them as a resource. You can try submitting a question on this page: http://www.lib.cmich.edu/forms/libref.htm#ask like “I need to find two recent magazine articles on problems with daycare. Any ideas?” The library has experts who will try to find the answer to pretty much any question you ask. Usually they are hit or miss, but sometimes it can be really helpful.  

How to find scientific articles:
The best way to find scientific articles is using an internet search through the library web site. Go to this page: http://www.lib.cmich.edu/databases/#psychology and click on the “PsychINFO 1887” link. Enter in some basic search terms. The hardest part about searching is choosing the right terms, so ask me if you are having trouble. On that search page, there is a check box that says “Limit to: Full text.” If you click that, it will (generally) only bring up articles that we have electronic versions of, ready for you to print. Otherwise, the search would include abstracts (brief summaries) too, which are no good for this assignment. 
If you are doing a topic more related to health, medicine, fitness, etc., instead of PsychINFO, you can try a different search page, such as “MEDLINE,” or try both.
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Utilitarianism
SSRI-induced Suicide
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In-text Citations
One author ( (Lastname, year) ( (Smith, 2005)
Two authors ( (Lastname & Lastname, year) ( (Parker & Jones, 2007)

Three authors, first mention ( (Lastname1, Lastname2, & Lastname 3, year)

                                                                          ( (Jones, Barnes, & McCarthy, 1974)

Three authors, after first mention ( (Lastname1 et al., year) ( (Jones et al., 1974)

Six or more authors ( (Lastname1 et al., year) ( (Billups et al., 1998)

Direct quote, include page number ( (Lastname, year, p. #) ( (Kent, 2001, p. 58)
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