Introduction to Genetics
Next week, we will get into the details of genetics (vocabulary, like chromosomes, transcribe, etc.).  But why do we care about any of this? A long standing debate in psychology is the question of heritability: to what extent are observed differences due to genes versus environment?

Opinions on this fluctuate over time. It is currently fashionable to focus on genetic components of observed differences in human characteristics and behavior. For example, how do people describe alcoholism? Psychological disorders? Obesity?
Even today, several prominent psychologists argue that gender and racial inequalities (e.g. that African Americans score lower on IQ tests and have lower incomes than Whites) are largely due to genes. We will watch a video of a lecture by Stephen Jay Gould of Harvard, perhaps the most prominent expert on evolution in recent history. He aims to show that genetic differences across races are minimal—the races are genetically equal (though society does not treat them that way). The different races only emerged recently in evolutionary history.
Some Gould quotes:

“I love science, and I therefore hate to see it misused.”

“If our lives are thwarted, if our hopes are derailed, if our dreams are made impossible by a set of limitations imposed actually from without [imposed by society] but falsely identified as residing within us [but described as genetic], then in a way, that’s the greatest tragedy that one can imagine. And millions—hundreds of millions of human lives—have been so blighted [harmed] by those assumptions of the impossibility of achievement due to innate and eradicable inferiority [genetic, unchangeable inferiority] of either sex or race, and that to me is one of the great tragedies of human history.”
Movie questions:

1. According to Gould, all humans evolved from which continent?

2. Are observed inequalities in the races more likely to be genetic if the unique races evolved early or recently in evolutionary history?  When did racial differences emerge?

3. What is Gould’s “great tragedy”?
