 Homework Assignment #1

Due Wednesday, September 5th – 35 points
Many of the assignments throughout the semester will require you to analyze data using the computer program SPSS.  Rather than give you one of my own data files, which may or may not be of interest to you, we will construct a large survey as a class, get participants (family and friends) to respond to the items, and use that data file for computer assignments.
Normally in doing research, if we wanted to measure a psychological construct (variable), like “alcohol abuse,” we might give participants a long survey of 20 items all measuring alcohol abuse.  However, if we wanted to keep the study short and quick, we might just have a single item measuring alcohol abuse, like “On a scale from 1 (never drink alcohol) to 10 (frequently drink alcohol), how often do you drink?” or “On a scale from 0 to 20, how many drinks does it take for you to get drunk?” These quick and dirty items are less reliable, but allow us to ask a greater variety of questions without wasting time.
For this assignment:
(1) Come up with 5 good questions you want to ask participants, with each question measuring something different (e.g. don’t have 5 questions all asking about alcohol).

(2) Exactly 3 of the questions should require participants to respond on a rating scale (like the example above), and 2 items should ask participants to respond by picking a category (like multiple choice).  
(3) Write a few (3-4) sentences for each item describing why it deserves to be in the survey.  Why is it interesting—that is, why is your construct worth studying?  Does your question measure what it’s supposed to measure—that is, why is your item a valid measure of the construct?  Are there any problems with your item?
(4) Type up this assignment, double-spaced, with a cover page.

(5) I will ask all participants for the following information: gender, race/ethnicity, age, grade, GPA, and ACT score, so don’t make questions about these subjects.
(6) Sorry, no questions about sex, drugs, alcohol, violence, suicide, or crime.
Sample questions that use a rating scale response:

- How much do you like thinking about complex ideas?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Dislike Completely
	Dislike Greatly
	Dislike Slightly
	Neither like not Dislike
	Like Slightly
	Like Greatly
	Like Completely


- What was your approximate grade point average in high school?

	0.0
	0.5
	1.0
	1.5
	2.0
	2.5
	3.0
	3.5
	4.0


Sample questions that use response categories:
- What is your favorite sport?

Basketball          Football          Baseball          Soccer          Hockey          Other

- Do you have any pets?
Yes          No
