Homework Assignment #1

Due Thursday, January 17th – 25 points

Rationale of the assignment: Many of the assignments throughout the semester will require you to analyze data using the computer program SPSS.  Rather than give you one of my own data files, which may or may not be of interest to you, we will construct a large survey as a class, get participants (family/friends) to fill it out, and use that data file for computer assignments.

Usually in doing research, psychologists and other social scientists measure “constructs” (a fancy word for “variables”) with multiple ratings scales or large surveys.  Longer measures are more reliable (less error) and more valid (do a better job of measuring the construct).  For our class survey, we will measure constructs using single items, which are less reliable but can be completed more quickly than several long surveys.  

Detailed Instructions for this assignment:
(1) Use my examples on the following page as a guide. Students are permitted to copy and paste my format if it is helpful.  I provide examples of three types of questions: ones with two response choices, ones with multiple response choices, and ones with numerical response choices.

(2) Type this assignment (neatly, double-spaced), including a cover sheet. Avoid using these words too frequently: I, me, you, your, we, us, ours.   I will subtract points for sloppy work and major failures in English.

(3) Write 5 good questions that you would like in the survey.  I will design the survey by picking the top questions from students in the class, so the more effort you put into this assignment, the more likely it is that your questions will make the cut.

· Of the 5 questions, 1-2 should have exactly two response options

· e.g.  a) Male   b) Female

· Of the 5 questions, 1-2 should have multiple response options

· e.g.  a) White   b) African American   c) Asian American   d) other

· Of the 5 questions, 1-2 should have numerical responses

· e.g.  9-point rating scale of some sort, usually with a descriptive label at the ends and middle of the scale

(4) For each of your 5 questions, write 3-4 non-BS sentences describing why it deserves to be in the survey.  Name the construct.  Describe why this construct is worth studying (what are some other constructs it will be related to?).  Describe why your measure of the construct is valid (why is this the best way of measuring the construct?).  Note any flaws with the question or any special considerations you made in wording the response (why is this question clear and non-offensive?  do your response options include every major alternative?).  Cite any references to articles or textbooks where useful.

(5) No questions about the following (I will ask them): gender, race/ethnicity, age, grade, GPA, ACT score.

(6) No questions about the following (CMU policy for classroom research): sex, alcohol, drugs, violence, suicide, illegal activity, or anything else likely to invoke shame or legal liability.  Often you can ask similar, related questions that get at the same idea but in a non-offensive, non-incriminating way.  

(7) Keep in mind, all participants will be adults, but many will not be in college (friends and family).

(8) Before you hand in the assignment, draw a star next to your two favorite questions.

Homework #1

Sample Questions

I have designed all of these questions regarding off-limit topics.

Two Response Choices:

	What is your gender?



	(a) Male   (b) Female



	Construct Name. Explanation blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah (reference). Blah blah blah.


Tip: Think of variables where most people fall into just two categories, where someone clearly is or is not in the category.

Multiple Response Choices:

	What is your race/ethnicity?



	(a) White   (b) African American   (c) Asian American   (d) Other



	Construct Name. Explanation blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah (reference). Blah blah blah.


Tip: Think of questions that might be used for a census survey (any major demographic features). Alternatively, some people will come up with creative questions about hopes, dreams, and preferences with response choices that cover most likely responses.

Numeric Rating Scales:

	How often do you drink alcohol?



	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Never

Sometimes

Always

                            

	Construct Name. Explanation blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah (reference). Blah blah blah.


Tip: Anything related to personality, behavior, attitudes, or abilities should work because people usually fall along some continuum for these constructs.  This type of question is best for when it is difficult to place people in specific categories.  For the beginning-middle-end descriptors, the following are some good options (though anything rational is okay and some require no words):


Never … Sometimes … Always


Below Average … Average … Above Average


Disagree … Neutral … Agree


Dislike … Neutral … Like
