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A. Overview
· “Knowledge about how to optimally communicate and facilitate the effective use of patient-centered outcomes research evidence by patients, caregivers, and healthcare professionals needs to be strengthened. There is a considerable barrier to the rapid transfer of evidence that could be useful in decision-making. For decisions to be informed, strategies are often needed to make existing PCOR knowledge available to patients and providers, and to make the application of this knowledge feasible outside of as well as within clinical settings. Research is needed that compares new and alternative approaches to facilitating uptake of information by patients, caregivers, communities, and healthcare providers in timely ways, by providing understandable language, and in a variety of settings to improve personalized and shared decision-making.” (PCORI, 2012a)
· Encompasses a hodgepodge of research on effective communication, knowledge translation, dissemination, and implementation
B. Translational Research

Basic, Applied, Translational Distinction
· Basic: Building knowledge for knowledge’s sake

· Applied: Solving real-world problems, where scientific solutions are apparent and actionable

· Translational: Research aimed at bridging the gap between basic and applied research

· Urgent and strategic

· Focuses on increasing the application of basic research, conducting basic research with real-world applications in mind

· Focuses on solving real-world problems by developing basic knowledge in vital domains

· Focuses on broader dissemination of science

· Psychology’s involvement is completely underwhelming
T1
· T1: Basic science → Intervention

· “Efficacy” studies: highly controlled, homogeneous

· E.g., leveraging basic social science to develop a belongingness intervention to reduce disparities in academic and health outcomes
T2-T4 (often just called T2)
· Dissemination and implementation research

· Intervention → Broader Use

· T2: “Effectiveness” studies examining efficacious interventions in more heterogeneous populations and settings

· T3: Community-level implementation
· T4: Application of knowledge to policy
· E.g., Louisiana Cancer Research Consortium

C. Louisiana Clinical and Translational Science (LA-CATS) Center

· LA-CATS website
· 5-year, $20 million NIH grant spanning 8 institutions in Louisiana
· Research, mentorship, and infrastructure opportunities
· ResearchMatch (status TBD)
D. Values and Options in Cancer Care (VOICE)

· Supported by about $4.5 million in NCI funds

· VOICE

· Ronald Epstein, MD, University of Rochester Medical Center (URMC)

· Richard Kravitz, MD, MSPH, University of California, Davis

· VOICE Caregiver Study

· Paul Duberstein, PhD, URMC

· Holly Prigerson, PhD, Cornell Medical College

· Assesses caregiver bereavement outcomes (physical and mental health) at 2 and 7 months post-mortem


































